STUDIES  IN  A  DYING  CULTURE
electricity generated or man will perish from the earth.
Only his position as a member of a parasitic class could
have given him any other illusion. A worker sees that
his very life depends on economic co-operation and
that this co-operation of itself imposes social relations
which in bourgeois economy must be bourgeois, that
is, must in greater or less measure give into the hands
of the big bourgeoisie the violent issues of life and
death. Passive resistance is not a real programme, but
an apology for supporting the old programme. A man
either participates in bourgeois economy, or he revolts
and tries to establish another economy. Another appar-
ent road is to break up society and return to the jungle,
the solution of anarchy. But that is no solution at all.
The only real alternative to bourgeois economy is pro-
letarian economy, ie. socialism, and therefore one
either participates in bourgeois economy or is a pro-
letarian revolutionary.  The fact that one participates
passively in bourgeois economy, that one does not
oneself wield the bludgeon or fire the cannon, so far
from being a defence really make one's position more
disgusting, just as a fence is more unpleasant than a
burglar, and a pimp than a prostitute. One lets others
do the dirty work, and merely participates in the
benefit.  The bourgeois pacifist occupies perhaps die
Boost ignoble place of a man in any civilisation. He is
the Christian Protestant whose ethics have been made
ricBoilofis by the development of the culture that
erolved them; but this does not prevent his deriving
complacency from observing them.  He sits on the
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